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<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"4\">who gave his life for his principles and his faith, and<BR>have hardly less veneration for Strafford and Laud.<BR>The explanation of these delusions is not far to seek.<BR>The patient investigation of historical evidence makes<BR>greater demands upon human nature than the<BR>emotional response to the tragic fate of men who have<BR>been set in high places. It is impossible to consider<BR>the destruction of Laud and Stratford and Charles<BR>without being deeply moved by the pity of circum- <BR>stances so inexorable. But to go beyond this and see in<BR>the disaster of these men nothing but the martyrdom of<BR>virtue is to surrender reason entirely to an emotional<BR>unreality. The judgment delivered against them<BR>was terrible, but however much we wish that it could<BR>have been withheld, the plain fact is that no men ever<BR>more merited death at the hands of a nation than<BR>these. Together they conspired, blindly it may have<BR>been but none the less culpably for that, to the<BR>destruction of political freedom in England, and under<BR>the sanction of their general principle of government<BR>they committed repeated personal offences on the<BR>subject, the mere recital of which is sickening,</FONT><BR>\
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<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"4\">It is commonly claimed for the Royalists by their<BR>partisans that they pre-eminently were the promoters<BR>of culture and social enlightenment in the national<BR>life. The claim bears no scrutiny. <SUP>c</SUP> The Puritans/<BR>says Mr. Duncan Jones, Laud's erudite and most<BR>recent biographer, <SUP>c</SUP> were the enemies of reason.<BR>They clamped men's minds down to school points.<BR>This was a large part of the cause of Laud's revolt<BR>against them/ And again, Wentworth and Laud<BR>* were at one in detesting the vulgar and rhetorical<BR>ignorance which found so abundant an outlet for its</FONT><BR>\
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<SPAN class=font1 style=\" line-height:13.9pt;\">who gave his life for his principles and his faith, and<BR>have hardly less veneration for Strafford and Laud.<BR>The explanation of these delusions is not far to seek.<BR>The patient investigation of historical evidence makes<BR>greater demands upon human nature than the<BR>emotional response to the tragic fate of men who have<BR>been set in high places. It is impossible to consider<BR>the destruction of Laud and Stratford and Charles<BR>without being deeply moved by the pity of circum- <BR>stances so inexorable. But to go beyond this and see in<BR>the disaster of these men nothing but the martyrdom of<BR>virtue is to surrender reason entirely to an emotional<BR>unreality. The judgment delivered against them<BR>was terrible, but however much we wish that it could<BR>have been withheld, the plain fact is that no men ever<BR>more merited death at the hands of a nation than<BR>these. Together they conspired, blindly it may have<BR>been but none the less culpably for that, to the<BR>destruction of political freedom in England, and under<BR>the sanction of their general principle of government<BR>they committed repeated personal offences on the<BR>subject, the mere recital of which is sickening,</SPAN><BR>\
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</DIV>\
<DIV class=paragraph style=\" padding:0.0pt 0.0pt 0.0pt 171.4pt; text-align:left;\">\
<SPAN class=font1>6?</SPAN><BR>\
</DIV>\
</DIV>\
</TD>\
<TD class=cell ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\" style=\" width:0.0pt; height:487.0pt;\">\
</TD>\
</TR>\
<TR class=row ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\">\
<TD class=cell ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\" style=\" width:0.0pt; height:36.8pt;\">\
</TD>\
<TD class=cell ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\" style=\" width:357.4pt; height:36.8pt;\">\
<DIV class=block style=\" width:357.4pt; height:36.8pt;\">\
<DIV class=paragraph>\
</DIV>\
</DIV>\
</TD>\
<TD class=cell ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\" style=\" width:0.0pt; height:36.8pt;\">\
</TD>\
</TR>\
<TR class=row>\
<TD class=cell ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\" style=\" width:0.0pt; height:0.0pt;\">\
</TD>\
<TD class=cell ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\" style=\" width:357.4pt; height:0.0pt;\">\
</TD>\
<TD class=cell ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\" style=\" width:0.0pt; height:0.0pt;\">\
</TD>\
</TR>\
</TABLE>\
")
}
</SCRIPT>
</BODY>
</HTML>

